OCTOBER 8, 2021

HACHIOJI
R
R
R
ABNORMAL THE CICADAS
WEATHER WERE CHIRPING .80 HOT
PLUS LAST NIGHT. TODAY.
IN

LAST NIGHT THE OCTOBER?

TOKYO REGION WAS YEAH.

HIT WITH A LEVEL 5

EARTHQUAKE FOR

THE FIRST TIME IN A

WHILE, SO | HADN'T

SLEPT ALL THAT MUCH.

IN JAPAN JUSHICHI MASUMURA TAKUMA NIIMI
MANGAKA CURATOR
IT'S BEEN ANYTHING CAN
SINCE THE ALMOST EXACTLY HAPPEN,
oo TWO YEARS W | GLESS
V) O i .

HAPPENED RIGHT? W

ON OCTOBER I12.
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YEAH.

| WAS LIVING
ACROSS THE RIVER
FROM THE
MUSELIM,
30 | WENT TO
CHECK OUT
THE SITUATION.
&
| BET THE ‘s‘?
RIVER A
LOOKED
PRETTY BAD.
BUT THE PLANTS
AND TREES
BEYOND THE LEVEES
WERE ALL BENT.
80 | REALIZED

ALL THAT HAD
BEEN SWALLOWED
BY THE RIVER.

IT WAS HOT LIKE
THIS TWO YEARS
AGO, TOO...

YOU ALSO WENT

TO SEE THE TAMA
RIVER THE DAY AFTER
THE TYPHOON,
DIDN'T Youz?

ACTUALLY AROUND
NOON THAT DAY
MUCH OF THE WATER
WAS ALREADY GONE.
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THE BASEMENTS @HAX-;-SYO“
SO THE RESIDENTS OF MANY HOUSES H
WERE SCOOPING IN THE AREA HAD HEARD?
UP THE WATER BEEN FLOODED,
AND THROWING IT TOO.
our...
S
P
L
A
S
H
YEAH.

BUCKET BY Blcker
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THE OUTSIDE HAD
COMPLETELY DRIED,
AS IF THE PReEVIOUS
NIGHT

HAD NEVER HAPPENED.

TE>T I

IT WAS A

SOMEHOW
SLUGGISH DAY.
| CAN
STILL HEAR
IT.

TR

THERE WAS ONLY
THE TRACES OF
THE TORRENT
AND THE SOUND
OF THROWING
OUT WATER IN
THE DISTANCE.

WE'RE
HERE.
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IT CARRIES OUT THE
ACTUAL RESTORATION
OF MANUSCRIPTS
FOR THE CURRENT
PROJECT.

WORLD PAPER HERITAGE
SUPPORT FOUNDATION
KAMIMORI

HACHI0JI STUDIO

THE KAMIMORI
FOUNDATION

SPECIALIZES IN
PAPER AND ITS
CONSERVATION.



THE KAMIMORI STAFF
SHOWED ME THE ACTUAL

PROCESSES
USED DURING THEIR WORK.
SASAMOTO-SAN
ADACHI-SAN
THIS 18 THE ROOM
IN WHICH WE
PERFORM
THE RESTORATION
WORK.
ENDO-SAN

(ADMINISTRATION)

THAT DAY | WENT TO
OBSERVE THE RESTORATION
PROCESS FOR THE DAMAGED
MANUSCRIPTS.

HIGUCHI-SAN
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THE FROZEN 1. DEFROSTING

DELIVERED
MANUSCRIPTS ARE
SLOWLY DEFROSTED LETS
IN A REFRIGERATOR. 60 THROUGH
THE PROCESS
STEP BY STEP.
WE'RE SKIPPING
THAT PART,
0 1\46566 R AND USING MANUSCRIPTS
pRE AL:TW FOR THE DEMONSTRATION
pefRO THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN
PREPARED. EVERYONE WEARS
A LAB COAT.
;ﬁg igﬁgﬁ%? 'gf 2. EXAMINATION, RECORDING
THE BACK OF DATA AND IMAGES
THE SAME WAY AS
THE FRONT, RIGHT?
EACH PAGE IS
PHOTOGRAPHED,
COLLECTED INTO A

BINDER, AND ITS
CONDITION RECORDED.
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opn?

AFTER ALL,
DIRT ON THE BACK
MAY CAUSE
PROBLEMS LATER.

PARTICULARLY DIRTY PAGES
ARE INSERTED IN A SPECIAL
CASE AND CLEANED WITH A
VACUUM CLEANER.

4. WATER RESISTANCE
TESTING OF DRAWINGS
AND TINTS

THE TECHNICIAN TOUCHES
THE DRAWING SURFACE
WITH A MOIST COTTON SWAB
AND CHECKS IF ANY COLOR
IS TRANSFERRED TO IT.

WE TREAT ALL PAPER
AS A SINGLE MATERIAL,
80 THERE’S NO REAL
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
FRONT AND BACK.

3. DRY CLEANING

DIRT STICKING TO THE
BACK,

LIKE MOLD AND SUCH,
IS REMOVED WITH A
BRUSH.
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DILUTED DEHYDRATED

WE'RE TESTING
EVERYTHING TO BE

ETHANOL THOROUGH, BUT MOST
PAGES DON'T TRANSFER
AFTER ALL, , ANY MORE INK.
EVERYTHING'S
ALREADY
BEEN COMPLETELY
SOAKED
IN WATER DURING
THE FLOODING.
YOU HAVE TO USE GLOVES,
TO BE SAFE.
FIRST, CHEMICALS
ARE USED TO 5. CLEANING
REMOVE MOLD AND
BACTERIA.
IT'S NOT PERFECT
STERILIZATION,
BUT EVERYTHING APART
FROM THE WORST
STUFF IS DISINFECTED
AND CLEANED TO SOME APPLICATION THROUGH
DEGREE. NON-WOVEN FABRIC
NEXT, THE PAPER IF STAINS ARE
IS DRIED PARTICULARLY TOLGH,
COMPLETELY. A DILUTED HYDPROGEN
PEROXIDE SOLUTION
IS SOMETIMES UISED,
BUT BECALISE
DRYING THE PAPER IT DAMAGES
WEAKENS IT LESS THE PAPER SLIGHTLY,
THAN IF WE DID ALL WE DECIDE ITS USE
THE WORK AT ONCE. ON A CASE BY CASE

BASIS.
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WASHING

THIS IS THE
CENTRAL STEP
DLRING THIS
RESTORATION
PROJECT.
WE LISE A WEAK
SHOWER HEAD
OR SOAK THE PAPER
IN A WATER BATH.
WE'RE ALSO TRYING
TO REMOVE DIRT
WITH THE WASHING, s
L
BUT YOU KNOW HOW 3
STAINS H
AND DIRT MOVE TO
THE EDGE
WHEN WATER DRIES?
80 THE WASHING
I8 ALSO INTENDED
por ¢ TO TRANSFER DIRT
peVCh AWAY FROM THE
PAPER.
BECALSE THE GOAL I8 TO 6. MENDING
RESTORE THE PAPER TO ITS
ORIGINAL STATE AS MUCH
?:RZ/\O z%ss GFE?R HoNe DLRING THE CLRRENT
RESTORATION WE'RE
NOT DOING ACTLIAL
RETOUCHING ON THE

PAPER AND SUCH.
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BASICALLY WE ONLY USED PLUS VERY FEW

SHOFU GLUE TO REAFFIX MANUSCRIPTS WERE
GLUE BASED ON SOME SURFACES THAT ACTUALLY TORN.
WHEAT STARCH. WERE COMING OFF.
IN CONTRAST TO
COMMERCIAL
SYNTHETIC-RESIN GLLE
AND SLICH, SHOFU
IT CAN BE REMOVED WITH éLLE?
ENABLING DO-OVERS. THAT?
KO-
KOZO IS KOZO PAPER? 7. FINISH
THE NAME OF
A PLANT.
IF THE PAPER IS
WEAK, WE LISE
SHOFU GLUE TO
ATTACH KOZO
PAPER TO THE
BACK TO
REINFORCE IT.
C'LINING")
IT’S AN
INGREDIENT
IN JAPANESE
PAPER,

RIGHT?



IN THE CASE OF
WESTERN PAPER

LIKE THESE MANGA
MANUSCRIPTS, WE USE
A WESTERN-STYLE
PRESS.

IT SQUEEZES OUT
THE MOISTURE

FROM THE PAPER
AND FLATTENS IT.

AND PUT INTO AN
ACID-FREE BOX, WITH
A KOZO SHEET AS
COVER,

AND THAT’S IT.

KOZO AND ACID-FREE
PAPER ARE GREAT FOR
PRESERVATION,

BUT...

FLATTENING

8. STORAGE

THE LINED PAPER
IS CAREFULLY
TRIMMED
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BUT THE SHOFU
GLUE CAN BE
REMOVED WITH
WATER,

AND PRE-WASHED
KOZO PAPER

CAN BE WASHED
CLEAN AGAIN.

THE GOAL OF OUR
RESTORATION

IS TO MAKE SURE THE
PAPER CAN BE STORED
LONG-TERM

IN THE SAME STATE
AS ITS ORIGINAL
CONDITION.

8O THAT WHEN IT
GETS STAINED OVER
TIME,

WE CAN CLEAN IT
AGAIN.

THAT'S BECAUSE
YOU CAN'T FULLY
SHUT OUT LIGHT

IN THE END, THE PAPER
WILL TURN YELLOW
OVER THE YEARS.

RATHER THAN
MAKING THE PAPER
AS BEAUTIFUL
AS POSSIBLE,



SINCE THERE ARE
MANY DIFFERENT
ITEMS IN
DIFFERENT
CONDITIONS,
OUR TREATMENT
VARIES,

BUT THE
ACTUAL
ACTIONS TAKEN
ARE PRETTY
SIMPLE.

BUT THERE’S
SOMETHING

| HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE
TO UNDERSTAND...

UHHH

THE THINGS

YOU HAVE RESTORED
TO LAST FOR A
HUNDRED YEARS
FROM Now?

| THINK
THAT ABOUT
COVERS IT...

SORRY FOR ASKING
A QUESTION ABOUT
SUCH A HUGE
TIMEFRAME,

FOR EXAMPLE,
DO YOU WANT
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YES,
| DO WANT
THEM TO LAST.

UHH,
s0...

BUT WHEN | THINK
ABOUT HUMANITY
PRESERVING THINGS
OVER HUNDREDS

OR THOUSANDS OF
YEARS,

THEN I'M NO
LONGER SURE
WHETHER THAT
MAKES SENSE...

BUT RESTORING
PAPER MEANS THAT
IT'LL SURPASS THE
WHOLE LIFESPAN OF
A PERSON,

S0, YOU KNOW...
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WEEELL

HEHEHE...

FOR THE WEEK

| PUBLISH
SOMETHING

OR AT MOST FOR
THAT YEAR.

OF COURSE | THINK
IT’S BETTER IF
CULTURE LASTS
LONGER.

BOTH IN MANGA
AND IN SOCIETY
GENERALLY,

| CAN ONLY REALLY
PLAN AHEAD



NO WORRIES.
| AGREE THAT
IT’S WEIRD. FA
HA
| JUST MEANT
TO ASK WHAT

MOTIVATES YOU
TO DO THIS WORK...

OH NO, THAT
CAME OUT WRONG!

I'VE BEEN
THINKING...

ISN'T WHAT
YOU DO KIND
OF WEIRD?

38



39

BUT IT’S NOT LIKE
IT LASTS ONLY
BECAUSE OF
THOSE WHO DO THE
RESTORATIONS.

THAT WOULDN'T BE
POSSIBLE IF OUR
CLIENTS WEREN'T
PRESERVING IT.

WE'RE HAPPY

WHEN oBviousLY
PAPER WE'VE WE'RE GETTING
RESTORED PAID TO DO THIS,
LASTS A LONG SO THAT’S ONE
TIME, REASON
WE WANT TO DO
OUR BEST.
YEAH,
THAT'S THE
PREMISE.
WORKS FROM
LONG AGO
"HAPPEN"
TO STILL BE WITH
us.
BUT THIS ONLY
"HAPPENS"
BECAUSE SOMEONE
INTENTIONALLY
PRESERVED THEM.

S0 SINCE WE’RE

BEING ENTRUSTED WITH
SOMETHING THAT'S BEEN
HANDED DOWN OVER
GENERATIONS,

WE WANT TO MAKE SURE
THAT IT'S WELL TAKEN
CARE OF DURING OUR
TIME AS WELL.

WHAT MOTIVATES
us

HMMWA

EXACTLY.

IT FEELS LIKE BEING
ENTRUSTED WITH
SOMETHING.



ITS ORIGINAL FORM SQUEAK

LOOKS LIKE THIS.
neA”
%G?o?
se\)%#
IT'S LIKE THE
CHINESE
CHARACTER
FOR "TO
CONVEY."
SUPPOSEDLY IT'S DERIVED
FROM THE IMAGE OF
A PERSON WHO 18
PACKING SOMETHING IN
A BAG.
IT SIGNIFIES
THE ACT OF HANDING
SOMETHING IN A BAG
FROM PERSON TO

PERSON.
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PACKING IT IN
A BAG

AND HANDING
IT OVER

FROM THE
PREVIOUS
GENERATION TO
THE NEXT.

OUR JOB, TOO,
IS "TO CONVEY"
SOMETHING.



Mlcyy,

Kk }’OU so
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AND HANDS IT
TO THE NEXT PERSON...

SOMEONE PACKS
SOMETHING IN A BAG



P
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THAT |
UNDERSTAND.

THAT'S
OUR WORK.

AND
CONVEYING IT

TO SOMEONE
NEARBY,

LIKE A WISH FOR
THE FUTURE.

PACKING
SOMETHING
IN A BAG

AND HANDING
IT OVER TO
SOMEONE...

PACKING
SOMETHING
IN A BAG
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